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August 24, 2018 

A bi-weekly report from the 

Illinois Board of Higher Education 

Governor Bruce Rauner has signed four higher education bills of note: 
 

MAP Grant Prioritization 
 

HB 5020 is designed to help Illinois attract in-state students by prioritizing Monetary Award Program 

(MAP) grants for eligible returning students. Up until now, MAP grants were awarded for one year 

only, leaving students to wonder if they would be awarded a grant in subsequent years. With this 

law, returning students will be given priority in the grant awarding process.  
 

"Our colleges and universities are among the greatest in the world," said Governor Bruce Rauner, 

"They ought to be choices of first resort for students who reside here. The MAP Grant revision means 

our schools are now in a position to make aid offers that Illinois-based students will be more eager to 

accept." This change is expected to result in increased confidence in Illinois colleges and universities 

by students and their families, and will hopefully lead to increased attendance at Illinois institutions. 
 

Nearly 130,000 students across Illinois received MAP grants in Fiscal Year 2018. 
 

AIM HIGH 
 

In an effort to attract more of Illinois’ high school graduates, the legislature passed and the governor 

signed SB 2927. It creates the AIM HIGH Grant Pilot Program, which establishes a merit-based 

scholarship program, funded by a $25 million appropriation. “This is great news for Illinois families,” 

said Dr. Al Bowman, executive director, Illinois Board of Higher Education. “We need to keep more 

of Illinois’ best and brightest at our own colleges and universities, and a new scholarship opportunity 

will go a long way to making our institutions more attractive.” 
 

Reverse Credit Transfer  
 

SB 2354 will make it easier for thousands of students to transfer credits from one Illinois school to 

another, even in the case where a student has credits at a four-year institution, and would like to  

apply those credits 

toward a degree at a 

two-year institution. The 

new law also 

encourages institutions 

to counsel students 

more closely on how 

best to apply credits 

toward degrees and 

requires students who 

submit 30 or more 

credits to declare their 

degree interest so that 

the schools can advise 

on the best path to 

completion. 
 

In Champaign, Governor Bruce Rauner signs SB 2927  

with legislators and higher education leaders. 

http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=5020&GAID=14&GA=100&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=110485&SessionID=91
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=2927&GAID=14&GA=100&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=110236&SessionID=91
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=2354&GAID=14&GA=100&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=108872&SessionID=91
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State Sen. Pat McGuire, D-Crest Hill, sponsor of the legislation, said, “Navigating the degree 

requirements at college can be confusing and, for some students, costly. Allowing these new 

avenues to earning credit and obtaining associate’s degrees can make all the difference for 

people seeking an affordable college education.” 
 

These three measures, and others, were crafted by the Working Group on Higher Education. 

Member Rep. Emanuel Chris Welch, D-Westchester, said, “I believe the bi-partisan, bi-cameral 

Higher Education Working Group has already made a huge difference with the passage of bills like 

the four-year MAP Grant bill and the new AIM HIGH Scholarships. With our unselfish, bi-partisan work, 

we will continue to help dig higher education out of the hole it took decades to make.” 
 

IBHE worked closely with the group, providing data on issues before the members. 

 
Dual-Credit Course Cap Removed 

 

Good news for high school students enrolled in dual-credit courses. With the signing of SB 2527, 

Illinois no longer has a cap on how many credits could transfer. Dual-credit courses are increasing in 

popularity, giving students the chance to earn a college degree in less time, thereby also reducing 

the cost of a college education. Sen. Chuck Weaver, R-Peoria, was a sponsor of the legislation. “It 

will help motivate the kids that are able to go faster and learn more to have more opportunities on 

things they could be studying, but then it also helps them with regard to their college costs,” Weaver 

said.  
 

This new law takes effect January 1. 

Southern Illinois University Edwardsville’s Faith Liebl, PhD, is studying how and why brain cells don’t 

work properly in states of disease or disorder, such as Autism Spectrum Disorder, so novel treatments 

may be identified. Her important research is being supported by a three-year $422,064 grant from 

the National Institutes of Health (NIH). 

 

“I have always been fascinated by the brain,” said Liebl, an associate professor in the College of 

Arts and Sciences’ Department of Biological Sciences. “How a collection of cells ultimately  

produces consciousness, abstract thought 

and behavior is captivating and baffling. On 

a human level, I think we want to better 

understand ourselves. Research that allows 

the discovery of how specific genes 

contribute to the function and dysfunction 

of neurons allows me to do that.” 

 

“SIUE is fortunate to have great teacher-

scholars like Dr. Liebl, whose research will 

give light to such questions and open 

avenues of treatment for those who suffer 

from disorders of the brain. The grant from 

the NIH is a testament to her research and 

provides vital support to further her work and 

enhance the education of her students,” 

said Jerry Weinberg, PhD, associate provost 

for research and dean of the SIUE Graduate 

School. L to R:  Dr. Faith Liebl with graduate students  

Sara Comstock and Joshua Preston 

http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=2527&GAID=14&GA=100&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=109343&SessionID=91
http://www.siue.edu/news/2018/08/SIUEs-Liebl-Secures-NIH-Award-to-Study-Gene-Expression-in-States-of-Brain-Disease-or-Disorder.shtml
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South Suburban College (SSC) has named Dr. Lynette D. Stokes 

incoming president. Stokes, currently serving as Vice President of 

Academic Services at SSC, will officially assume leadership when 

current President Donald Manning retires October 1. She will be 

SSC’s first woman president. 

 

“The entire Board of Trustees and I believe that Lynette is exactly 

the kind of leader our college requires as we move forward,” 

Chairman Frank Zuccarelli said. “She is experienced, energetic 

and collaborative and places a high value on partnering with the 

community.”  

 

“I am confident that in Lynette Stokes, the Board of Trustees has 

chosen a person with the right approach to educational  

leadership and management and who will lead a renewed commitment to our mission,” Manning 

said. “Lynette will advance a bright future for this important and critical institution serving the needs 

of the South suburbs in so many ways.”  

The Board of Trustees of Southwestern Illinois College (SWIC) has 

appointed Nick Mance as the new college president. 
 

“I am honored and humbled to be chosen as the next President of 

Southwestern Illinois College,” Mance said. “I look forward to working 

with the outstanding faculty, staff, students and other community 

stakeholders to continue building SWIC’s excellent academic programs 

and services.” 
 

Mance has 25 years of service in community college leadership as a 

SWIC Trustee from 1993-2018, including two decades as Chairman of 

the SWIC Board of Trustees. He is a Certified Public Accountant. 
 

SWIC Board of Trustees Vice-Chairman Richard Roehrkasse said, “SWIC, 

like many Illinois community colleges, faces ongoing challenges  

concerning financial stability and enrollment decline. The Board determined that these exceptional 

circumstances warrant a nontraditional approach. Mance’s financial experience and educational 

insight make him uniquely qualified to lead SWIC’s daily operations during these trying times. His 

vision and focus for SWIC are consistent with our longtime strategic goal of increasing student 

enrollment and retention by developing and offering innovative programs and services for our 

community. Mance remains committed to SWIC and plans to work closely with faculty and staff in 

the coming years to improve educational opportunities for our students.” 

Barbara D. Oilschlager, member and secretary of the College of Lake 

County’s (CLC) Board of Trustees, has received the 2018 M. Dale Ensign 

Trustee Leadership Award from the Association of Community College 

Trustees. 
 

The award is based on several criteria, including developing innovative 

programs, influencing legislation, providing leadership to help solve 

challenges and participating in community life. 
 

“I am truly humbled and honored to be recognized by my peers with this 

most prestigious national award,” said Oilschlager. “I've been blessed to  

https://www.ssc.edu/lynette-d-stokes-ed-d-named-incoming-south-suburban-college-president/
https://www.ssc.edu/lynette-d-stokes-ed-d-named-incoming-south-suburban-college-president/
https://www.swic.edu/about/news/southwestern-illinois-college-appoints-new-president/
https://www.swic.edu/about/news/southwestern-illinois-college-appoints-new-president/
http://www.clcillinois.edu/aboutclc/news/2018/08/14/trustee-barbara-d.-oilschlager-receives-national-leadership-award
http://www.clcillinois.edu/aboutclc/news/2018/08/14/trustee-barbara-d.-oilschlager-receives-national-leadership-award
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be able to serve with some of the finest people on the planet – my colleagues in the community 

college system – and I thank each and every one of them for their continued support over the last 

three decades.” 
 

Board chair Richard A. Anderson said, “[Oilschlager’s] vision and ability to analyze complex higher 

educational issues have been invaluable in making CLC one of Illinois’ premier community 

colleges.” 
 

First elected to the CLC board in 1989, Oilschlager has served eight times as chair or vice chair. She 

is a retired administrator for secondary vocational education programs for the Lake County Area 

Vocational System/Lake County High Schools Technology Campus and holds a Bachelor’s degree 

from National Louis University and a Master’s degree from the University of Illinois. 

Congratulations to the Illinois Community College Trustees Association’s new officers for 2018-2019: 
 

M Fritz Larsen, president (Black Hawk College) 

M Robert Thompson, vice president (Sauk Valley Community College) 

M Dr. Donna Redmer, secretary (Elgin Community College College) 

M Maureen Broderick, treasurer (Joliet Junior College) 

M Jim Endress, past president (Highland Community College) 

Mocha Moon 

Pelusa 

Michaela Gomez 

Danville Area Community College 

Flowers 
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Illinois Channel:  Board of Higher Education Executive Director Al Bowman, July 16, 2018. 
 

Midwestern Higher Education Compact:  Report:  Drivers of the rising price of a college education, 

August 2018. 
 

Education Commission of the States:  Report:  Redesigning state financial aid:  Principles to guide 

state aid policymaking, August 2018. 
 

Chronicle of Higher Education:  A veteran president calls on colleges to stop the snobbery, August 

12, 2018. 
 

U.S. News & World Report:  UI report recommends efforts to address sexual misconduct, August 12, 

2018. 
 

Diverse Issues in Higher Education:  Skepticism in higher ed of gainful employment rescission, August 

13, 2018. 
 

State Journal-Register:  Dorsey embraces role as ‘healer’ as interim head of SIU system, August 19, 

2018. 
 

Southern Illinoisan:  Doing more with less is no longer an option – SIUC leaders give testimony to state 

reps at committee meeting, August 20, 2018. 
 

Belleville News-Democrat:  Equitable funding is needed, SIUE staff members tell state panel, August 

21, 2018. 
 

NPR Illinois/WUIS-91.9:  IMSA will open to non-Illinoisans, August 21, 2018. 

Autumn 

Megan Anderson, Carl Sandburg College Angela Anzalone, McKendree University 
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